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1988 Olympic Games 
–1st since 1972 not to 
be boycotted

TV drama 
“Law & Order” 
debuts

Barney Clark receives 
the first artificial heart

Apple Macintosh 
introduced

Dirty Dancing 
is released

Live Aid 
Broadcast

World Wide 
Web goes public

Opening of European 
Chunnel from Britain 
to France

“Dolly”: First successful 
mammal clone born

1st handheld 
mobile phone

The computer is the 
first non-human named 
as Time Magazine’s 
“Man of the Year”

First inductions made into 
the Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of 
Fame, including James 
Brown and Elvis Presley

Mosaic web browser 
developed at National 
Center for Supercomputing 
Applications 

Google Inc. and Mozilla 
Organization founded; 
term “open source” coined  

Lance Armstrong wins 
7th Tour de France

September 11, 2001

1st chromosome 
mapped in Human 
Genome Project

The popular social networking 
site “My Space” was founded

AOL for Windows, 
AOL 2.0 for Mac 
launched

Dow Jones 
Industrial 
Average closes 
above 7000

Jimmy Carter 
wins Nobel 
Peace Prize

Asian 
earthquake 
and tsunami

1 billionth 
song sold on 
Apple iTunes

Y2K…New 
Millennium

San Francisco 49ers 
win record 5th 
Super Bowl

Sun signs OEM 
agreement with 
Computervision 
for $40 million

Sun’s Initial 
Public Offering

Sun founded by Scott 
McNealy, Bill Joy, 
Vinod Khosla and Andy 
Bechtolscheim on 
February 24; First 
workstation introduced

Network File 
Sharing (NFS) 
technology 
introduced and 
licensed free to 
industry

Scott McNealy 
named CEO

SPARC processor 
introduced

SPARC 1 
workstation 
introduced

Sun cracks the 
Fortune 500

20,000+ developers 
attend JavaOne

Sun in 170 
countries; 
UltraSPARC III
introduced

Sun partners 
with AMD to 
deliver x86/
64-bit systems

StarOffice Suite 
available for free; 
Sun Ray thin 
client introduced 

Solaris 10 unveiled;
Ultra SPARC IV 
debuts Jonathan Schwartz 

named CEO

Sun celebrates 
25 years

Sun Grid compute 
utility – $1/CPU/hour

Java open-sourced

100+ Sun systems 
contributed to 
the making of 
Toy Story, the first 
fully computer 
generated film

Java technology 
allows Internet 
users to be “virtual 
participants” in 
NASA’s mission to 
Mars

Sun E10k server introduced 
with processing power 
equivalent to 4 mainframes

Sun heralds the 
Participation Age; 
Texting campaign to 
address poverty and 
HIV/AIDS in Africa

Java technology 
introduced

Solaris 7 and 
Java 2 introduced

1 million 
systems shipped

Sun connects 
to the Internet

$1 billion revenue

1st workstation
sold for under
$5,000

Sun ships more 
UNIX servers 
in a single year 
than any vendor 
in history

64-bit Ultra
SPARC processor 
unveiled

Sun licenses 
Java to all 
major software 
and hardware 
companies

Sun expands SunTone 
certification program 
for service delivery 
excellence

Sun aquires 
StorageTek,becomes 
4th largest storage 
provider

Sun open sources 
software portfolio; 
Donates 1600
patents to open 
source community

Over 1 million 
students and 
educators use 
StarOffice 

Java in 
4 billion devices 
worldwide and 
counting 

World’s largest data 
warehouse created 
from Sun-tested 
framework

Sun introduces 
N1 architecture

Solaris 2 
unveiled

Fall of the 
Berlin Wall


